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SCDR-JNU organized Webinar on Himalayan Environment during COVID19
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Panelists Connectto SOOI

Prof. B D Joshi https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89101432939?

is Emeritus Professor Fellow with Gurukula BWd=YStyT3hraENLSDd2UTVQTkx2cW9sQT09
Kangri University, Haridwar with decades of

immense contribution in Environmental MeetingID : 89101432939

Sciences. Password :951160

Prof. P C Tiwari Date 10 May 2020 (Sunday)
Coordinator Time 0700 — 0800 pm

Prof. P K Joshi

is Chairperson, Special Centre for Disaster
Research, JNU. His interest lies in
geospatial modeling for landscape analysis,
ecosystem and climate change studies.

is Head Department of Geography, Kumaon
University, Nainital and works on mountain
environment and sustainable development.

Prof. P C Joshi
" is Dean Green Audit, Gurukula Kangri
AN University, Haridwar with research focus in

Western Himalayan Ecoregion. Organizer
Special Center for Disaster Research (SCDR)
Dr Anand Sharma Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi

. is Deputy Director General (Head) Regional

- Meteorological Centre, New Delhi with with

research interest in Mountain Meteorology, — Climate Resilient Observing-Systems Promotion
and Disaster Management. Council (CROPC)

When COVID19 has brought many of the academic and research activities to standstill,
the Special Center for Disaster Research (SCDR) of Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU)
with Climate Resilient Observing-Systems Promotion Council (CROPC) is organsing
webinars every week to discuss different facets of the COVID19, since the lockdown.
The series is well attended by students, researchers and professionals across the
country. The experts are from India and abroad sharing their views and way ahead of
COVID19. The 12th in the series on May 11, 2020 discussed the Himalayan Environment.
This webinar was on the behest of SUNRAISE international project in which Jawaharlal
Nehru University, Kumaon University and CHEA are jointly participating. The
Webinar was well attended by more 40 participants with varied backgrounds from
different parts of country.
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Four panelists Prof BD Joshi and Prof PC Joshi from Gurukula Kangri Haridwar, Prof PC
Tiwari from Kumaon University, Nainital and Dr Anand Sharma from India Meteorology
Department (IMD), shared their views on Himalayan Environment in the COVID19
scenario. Prof PK Joshi from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi coordinated it.

Prof BD Joshi expressed the concerns over the pollution in the river Ganges and the
recent changes observed. He expressed that absence of human activities in and around
the Ganges has provided some respite to the river. Prof PC Tiwari talked about reverse
migrant workers and shared the concern of 1.75 lakh people returning back. He said,
the government needs to encourage agriculture by strengthening complete supply
chain management. Prof PC Joshi referred to the importance of improving green cover
and medicinal plants in the Himalaya. Dr Anand Sharma referred to climate change and
variability, and it's understanding in context of Himalaya. He emphasized the present
changes are temporary and these need to be looked at long term perspective. He also
expressed concern of limited data observation network (above 3000m) and ecological
studies.

The deliberations generated a quality discussion among the participants. Over the
discussion it emerged that the Himalaya needs a spatial planning of different activities
and development. The government and decision makers should show higher degree of
concern to this fragile environment. The tourism though source of revenue but needs to

be looked through the carrying capacity of this area.

Pilgrimages need a new relook. For example, the government can think of expanding
the number of days of CharDham Yatra so as to manage the increasing number of
pilgrims. For the pilgrims and other tourist eco-friendly infrastructure need to be
stressed, there is no need to compete with metro-cities while hosting the tourists. This
will enhance the location specific livelihood options including betterment of the

communities in Himalaya.

Dr K] Ramesh former DG of IMD expressed particularly in the post COVID environment
the states need reposition activities to sustain baseline livelihoods. Power generation
has to be maximized while making them efficient and maintain ecological balance.
Efforts are to be made to rejuvenate the springs and natural sources of water. The
communities need to make pressure on government to make sustainable living a

priority over all development projects.
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Col. Sanjay Srivastava from CROPC, made important remarks on the plight of the local
communities and importance of Himalayan resources. He stressed initiatives similar to
Pantanjali should be taken in other parts of Himalaya so as to develop employment and

local community engagement.

Dr Sunita Reddy summarized the webinars and thanked all the participants, students
and the panelists and promised to come back with few more webinars, which are

important issues during COVID109.

Disaster gives us opportunity to rethink, to Build back better. For example, the Baddi in
Himachal the largest pharmaceutical manufacturing hub and contributing to address
COVID19. The Baddi-Barotiwala-Nalagarh industrial belt has emerged as a key in
production of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). Likewise, the cottage industry has
huge potential to be tested. Floriculture, horticulture, fruit and vegetables need to be
planned well. Himalaya is life for rest of India so keeping and maintaining good

environmental setup.

All the panelists and participants reiterated that the need of the hour is to treat
Himalaya with higher degree of reverence. The local communities, their livelihoods,
and other infrastructure facilities like health and education need to be prioritized. All
agreed that COVID19 has given an opportunity to rethink the paradigm of

development, especially keeping the needs and interest of mountain ecosystem first.

Interestingly, the Himalayan states have remained untouched of COVID except the
capital cities closer to plains, when compared with rest of the country. We all need to

ensure necessary precautions are taken to maintain this.

Prof P K Joshi Chairperson SCDR-JNU said that the center is committed to continue this
series until the lockdown is called off. This is to generate knowledge and ideas while
serving students and researchers interested in disaster studies and research. The
webinars are also being attended by a few of the policy makers and professionals,
which is a hope that the outcomes would server the larger interest of the country.
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Media Coverage of the Webinar
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