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STAKEHOLDERS' WORKSHOP REPORT

Climate Change Adaptation Through Improved Coordination Between
Government Line Departments and Community Institutions in Middle Himalaya

27-28 June 2019

Department of Geography, Kumaun University, Nainital
[Venue: Conference Hall, Hotel Manu Maharani, Mallital, Nainital]

Objective of the Workshop:

The Department of Geography, Kumaun University, Nainital organized two-day Stakeholders'
Workshop on 'Climate Change Adaptation Through Improved Coordination Between
Government Line Departments and Community Institutions in Middle Himalaya', in association
with Newcastle University, UK; Central Himalayan Environment Association (CHEA), Nainital,
and Government Post Graduate College Rudrapur, Uttarakhand on 27 - 28 June 2019 in Nainital.
The main objective of the two-day Workshop to explore the issues, constraints and the
opportunities for improved collaboration and coordination between Government Line
Departments and community based local institutions for the sustainable management of
Agricultural, Horticultural, Water and Forest resources with a view to mitigate the impact of
climate change induced droughts in Ramgad and Kulgard Watersheds of District Nainital,
Uttarakhand Himalaya.

Workshop Participants:

Nearly 80 participants including officials of local level Government Departments [Uttarakhand
Jal Sansthan, Horticulture Departments, Forest Department, Irrigation Department and
Agriculture Department], Block Development Officers of Ramgarh, Bhimtal, Dhari and
Betalghat Development Blocks; Gram Pradhans, Heads and members of Forest Panchayats,
Members Village Development Councils, Progressive Farmers, Representatives and Members of
Grass-root Institutions of different villages located in Rangarh and Betalghat Development
Blocks, Scientists from National Institute of Hydrology Roorkee and Indian Institute of Remote
Sensing, Dehradun, India; Faculty Members and Research Scholars of Kumaun University and
its affiliated Colleges; and Executive Director and officials of the Central Himalayan Rural
Action Group [CHIRAG], Nainital; and Central Himalayan Environment Association [CHEA];
Nainital, Uttarakhand; and Scientists from New Castle University, UK actively participated in
the two-day Workshop.
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Workshop Outcomes:

1.

The Ramgarh Development Block is has been facing severe drought conditions for the last 10
years particularly during winter and spring seasons primarily due to decline in winter rainfall
in the region. As a result, the water sources in the Block are drying up and the availability of
water for irrigation is declining from November to June.

The observed changes in the precipitation pattern and resultant decrease in groundwater
recharge have large impact not only on the agriculture and horticulture productivity, but also
on the livelihood and income of rural population, particularly poor and marginalized sections
of the society.

The data and information about climate, weather and hydrological process are extremely
lacking in the region, and the local people do not have access to these critical information.
There is extreme lack of coordination among the government line departments and local
communities and community based institutions at district and lower administrative levels in
the adaptive management of farming system, forests and water resources.

Further, the government agencies also lack coordination among themselves in the formulation
and implementation of natural resources management and climate change adaptation plans at
local levels.

Besides, the community based institutions do not coordinate and cooperate in the management
of their common resources such as water and forests.

The lack of awareness, information and financial and other resources emerged as the main
reasons for the lack of coordination among different stakeholders.

Media Coverage:

Workshop objectives and recommendations have been able to find place in the print and
electronic media, that helped us in the wider publicity and disseminations of its activities to range
of stakeholders, particularly at the grass-root level. The following A copy of print media report
in Hindi:
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